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This report is llic international preliminary examination report, established by tliis Interaational Prelbiinary 
Examining Aulliority under Article 35 and transmitted to tlie applicant according to Article 36. 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. WitJi regard lo Uie language, tliis report is based on: 

^ tlie intemalioiial application in Uie language in which it was filed. 

a translation oftlie international application into English . wliich is tlic language ofa translation furnished for tlic 
purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23, 1(b)) 

□ publication of tlie intenialionul application (under Rule 12,4(a» 
intemationul preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With reyard lo the elements oflhe intemalioiial applicalion, this report is 1>ased on (replacement sheets which have heeti furnished 
ifj the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Anicla N arc fvfanvd to in (his report as "originally filud" and arc not 
annexed to this report): 

□ Ulc inieniational applicalion as originally filed/funiished 
IXl tlie description: 

pages JM3 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* NOhHI received by this Autliority on 

pages* NONE received by tliis Autliority on 



tlic claims: 

pages NONE as originally filed/furnished 

pages* NONE as amended (togetlier widi any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 14-18 received by this Autliority on 22 August 2005 

pages* NONE received by tliis AuUiority on . 



tlie drawings: 

pages 1/2-2/2 as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* NONE received by this Autliority on 

pages* NONE received by tliis Autliority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. □ Tlic amaidmcnts have resulted in tlie cancellation of: 

□ tlie description, pages 



□ tlic claims, Nos. 

□ tlic drawings, sheets/figs 

tlie sequence listing (specify): ^ 

ajiy table(s) related to tlie sequence listing (specify): 



4. This report has been eslablished as if (some of) the amendments annexed lo Uus report mid listed below had not been made, 

since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as llled» as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

tlie description, pages 

(Xl tlie claims, Nos. 23-34 



□ liie drawings, sheets/figs 

tlie sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related lo tlic sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2} with regard to novelt>\ inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty CN) Claims NONE YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1^2 NO 

Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1-33 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1 -22 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Rowe (US 2003/0162594). 

Rowe discloses a gaming system comprising a gaming server 16 (Fig. ]); a plurality of gaming stations 1 2 (Fig. 1); and a 
communication network for providing communication between the gaming server and tl\e player stations. The gaming server records 
]3layer diMii relating to the wager placed by the player, amount won, etc. Tor each player playing a game ofchance (Fig. 3c; paragraphs 

0077-0081). 

Claims 1 -22 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus meet industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 
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5 Claims 



1. A gaming system, comprising: 
a gaming server; and 

10 a communication network capable of providing communication between 

tfie gaming server and eacii one of a plurality of player stations remote 
from the gaming server, each player station having a unique 
idenUficatlon code and being capable of rendering to a corresponding 
player a simulation of at least one game of chance and enabling the 

15 player to place a wager on a turn of the at least one game of chance 

characterised in that 

the gaming server records transaction data relating to each wager 
placed by any player on each turn of the at least one game of chance, 
the transaction data Including at least the size of the wager, the time 
and date of the wager, an outcome of the turn of the game of chance, a 
geographic location of the player station on which the wager was 
placed by the player, and a status of the wager, the status being 
successful If the outcome of the turn of the game Is a favourable 
outcome, and the status being unsuccessful If the outcome of the turn 
25 of the game is not a favourable outcome. 



20 



. A gaming system as claimed In claim 1 which includes a player station 
database associated with the gaming sen/er, the geographic location of 
each player station being stored in the database and the database 
being Indexed according to the unique identification codes of the 
plurality of player stations. 



3. A gaming system as daimed In claim 2 in which the gaming sen/er 
derives the geographic location of any player station from the player 
station database fay means of the unique IdentiflcaUon code of that 
player station as an index. 
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4. A gaming system as claimed In claim 1 in whicii the gaming server 
maintains a register of all players who utilise the gaming system to play 
the at least one game of chance and stores, for each player in the 
register, a player identity and a corresponding unique code of at least 
one player Identification tolcen. 

5. A gaming system as claimed in claim 4 in which the gaming server 
Identifies any player prior to commencement of play of the at (east one 
game of chance, and In which the transaction data relating to any 
wager Includes an Identity of the player who placed that wager. 



6. A gaming system as claimed In claim 5 that includes an administration 
facility communicable with the gaming server by means of the 
communication networtt, the administration facility being configurable to 
determine at least one of: 

20 (a) a total gross win or loss for each Individual player in the register; 

(b) a total gross win or loss for each one of the plurality of player 
stations of the gaming system; 

(c) a gross win or loss for all player stations whose geographic location 
fall wKhln a selectable geographical area; and 

^ a total gross win or toss for all the player stations together. 

7. A gaming system as claimed In claim 6 In which the administration 
facility accumulates, in an accumulation account, a pnaport'on of all 
wagers placed by any player on any of the plurality of player stations 

30 whose geographic location falls within a selectable geographic area. 

8. A gaming system as claimed in claim 7 In which the administration 
facility reimburses, out of the contents of the accumulation account, a 
community in the selectable geographical area In respect of the gross 

35 toss at all player stations whose geographic location fall within the 

selectable geographic area. 
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5 9. A gaming system as claimed in claim 7 in which the administration 
facility reimburses the community in respect of a total of all wagers 
placed at any player station whose geographic location falls within the 
selectable geographic area. 

10 10. A gaming system as claimed In claim 2 in which any player station 
accepts wagers in one of a number of different standard wager 
denominations, each one of the number of different standard wager 
denominations being a predetermined Integral or fractional number of 
' units of credit. 

"•■••A gaming system as claimed in claim 10 in which the player station 
database stores, for each player station, a corresponding standard 
wager denomination for wagers placed by a player at that player 
station, the wager denomination of any particular player station being 
20 derivable from the player station database fay means of the unique 

identification coda of that playar station as an index. 

12. A method of operation of a gaming system, comprising the steps of: 
providing a gaming server and a communication network capable of 
25 providing communication between the gaming server and each ana of 

^ plurality of player stations remote from the gaming serven 
rendering to a player, on a player station, a simulation of at least one 
game of chance; 

enabling the player to place a wager on the turn of the at least one 
30 game of chance; 

detemnlning an outcome of tha turn of the at least one game of chance; 
and 

recording transaction data relating to each wager placed by the player 
on the turn of the at least one game of chance, the transaction data 
35 Including at least the size of the wager, the time and date of the wager. 

an outcome of the tum of tiie game of chance, a geographic location of 
the playar station on which the wager was placed by the player, and a 
status of tiie wager, the status being successful If the outcome of the 
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turn of the game is a favourable outcome, and the status being 
unsuccessful if the outcome of the turn of the game is not a favourable 
outcome^ 



13.A method as claimed in claim 12 in which a geographic location of each 
10 player station is stored in a player station database, the player station 

database being Indexed according to the unique identification codes of 
the plurality of player stations. 

14-A method as claimed In claim 13 in which the geographic locaUon of 
^ 1 5 any player staUon is derived from the player station database by means 

°f unique identification code of that player station as an Index. 

15. A method as claimed In claim 12 that Includes a further step of 
maintaining a register of all players who utilise the gaming system to 
20 play the at least one game of chance and, for each player in the 

register, a con-esponding player Identity and a corresponding unique 
code of at least one player Identification token. 



25 



16. A method as claimed In daim 15 that indudes a further step of 
Identifying a player before commencing play of the at least one game of 

n chance, and including an Identity of the player who placed a wager in 

the transaction data relating to that wager. 

17. A method as dalmed in dalm 18 that Includes a step of detennining at 
30 least one o^ 

(a) a total gross win or loss for each Individual player In the registry; 

(b) a total gross win or loss for each one of the plurality of player 
stations of the gaming system; 

(c) a gross win or loss for all player stations whose geographic location 
35 fall virithin a selected geographical area; and 

(d) a total gross win or loss for all the player stations together. 
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18. A method as claimed in claim 17 in which a proportion of all wagers 
placed by any player on any one of the plurality of player stations 
whose geographic location falls within a selected geographic area is 
accumulated in an accumulation account 

19. A method as claimed in claim 17 in which a community in the selected 
geographic area is reimbursed, out of the contents of the accumulation 
account, in respect of the gross loss at ail player stations whose 
geographic location fall within the selected geographic area. 

20. A method as claimed In claim 17 in which a community in the selected 
geographic area Is reimbursed, out of the contents of the accumulation 
account In respect of a total of ail wagers placed at any player station 
whose geographic location falls within the selected geographic area, 

21. A method as claimed In claim 13 in which wagera are accepted in one 
of a number of different denominations, each one of the number of 
different denominations being a number of predetermined integral or 
fractional number of units of credit 

22. A method as claimed In claim 21 that includes a step of storing In the 
player station database, for each player station, a corresponding 
denomination for wagers accepted at that player station, and deriving 
the wager denomination of any particular player station from the player 
station database by means of the unique identification code of that 
player station as an Index. 
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